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Presentation Notes
Ruth Vondracek Librarian for Oregon Explorer,  and curate the Natural Resources collections for the Oregon State University Libraries And Press Special Collections and Archives Research Center

This presentation is not really about records management but I hope it will give you useful ideas on how to create access to and use of  the information all of you diligently strive to capture and preserve.

In this presentation I will provide:
Introduction to Oregon Explorer 
Who we are
What we do
Who our partners are
What the site offers
Where we get our content and data and how we store it and access it
Also how the site is used
Challenges and our in-progress redesign

http://www.oregonexplorer.info/
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Presentation Notes
Oregon Explorer is a natural resources digital library developed through collaboration between the Institute of Natural Resources and the Oregon State University Libraries and Press. 

It is unique in our library in that it has been developed separately from other digital collections using grant and foundation funding from external partners, some of which are other OSU departments, while the majority are local, state and federal governmental agencies, foundations and other non-governmental organizations. 

Oregon Explorer builds shared understanding about Oregon’s natural resource, community and environmental issues. It serves as a model of how to integrate data and content from state and federal agencies, local governments, libraries and archives, scientists and researchers.  

It enables users to conduct fact-based assessments for example of watershed and wetlands restoration, environmental health, community vitality, wildfire and natural hazards risks, and land use, among other issues.
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EXPLORER

Matural Resources Digital Library

Browse EXPLORER Sites: Location Topic ata About

Welcome to the Oregon Explorer!

Information to help ciizens, planners, and policymakers make more informed decisions about
Oregon's natural resources and commumnities.

NEW! Updated Imagery Explorer

The updated Imagery Explorer now provides streaming and download
access to five generations of statewide aerial imagery: 1995, 2000, 2005,
2009, 2011, with the addition of 2009 and 2011 Color Infrared, Pictometry
orthophotos in selected urban centers, bare earth hillshade, and other
products derived from available Lidar data. Developed in partnership with
the Oregon Geospatial Enterprise Office (GEQ) and ESRI.
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This a screen shot of our umbrella site
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Oregon Explorer began as a single portal in 2004 and now consists of 15 topic, location and data sites each developed for  specific partners and clients.  All sites are linked through the ‘umbrella’ Oregon Explorer website. Each site offers stories,  external resources, data, and mapping tools.   



Oregon Explorer Portals

Location Portals Topic Portals Data Portals

« Deschutes Basin Explorer
4 Lakes Basin Explorer
- North Coast Explorer

»  Umpqua Basin Explorer

|

Willamette Basin Explorer

!ﬂ Western Landscapes Explorer

& ram Explorer B8 imaer Explorer
' Hazards Explorer i

[ Oregon Spatial Data Library
. Land Use Explorer

About Oregon Explorer
H Rural Communities Explorer

k More about Oregon Explorer portals
Wetlands Explorer
. About this site
', & Wildfire Risk Explorer
43 wildire Risk Expl
How fo use Qregon Explorer

& Wildite Explorer
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Presentation Notes
The portals each developed separately for specific partners and clients.  
Location portals – at this time are primarily watershed basins and do not represent all major watersheds in Oregon
The topic portals cover a variety of specialized topics, our  most popular portals being the Rural Communities Explorer and the Wetlands explorers
Data - two specific data sites one the imagery explorer and the other which is essentially a spatial data tool that allows for deposit and downloading of datasets as well as tools to manipulate the data.  The Hazards  and Rural communities portals could also be considered data sites. 

This structure has become unwieldy and is one of the main reasons that we are currently involved in a redesign of the site.  I will come back to this issue as I discuss the challenges for Oregon Explorer. 


Natural Resources
Digital Library

Providing access to information
to evaluate large landscapes
over time in the West

Matural Resources
Digital Library

Information to help local citizens and
policymakers make better decisions
about rural issues including vitality
and change in Oregon’s rural
communities.

Rural Studies Program E X P I_ O R E R
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Oregon has been our geographic boundary until recently and we are looking for opportunities to expand our focus. Last year we took a foray further into the west with the introduction of the Western Landscapes Explorer that covers the ILAP Integrated Landscapes Assessment program for Oregon Washington, Arizona and New Mexico 

The Rural Communities Explorer last year added data for a single county, Siskiyou County, in California at our funders request. 
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In partnership with:
The Wetlands Conservancy
Oregon Department of State Lands
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EXPLORER

Explore Oregon's Wetlands

The importance and history of
wetlands

Tvpes of wetlands
Wetland plant associations

Studying wetlands hydrology and
soils

Learn about wetland ecclogy,

plants and animals, invasive
species, and at-risk species

Research, Map & Analyze

ORWAP reporter

Use our mapping tools and view
maps

Find wetland data
Reports and publications

View photos and videos

Issues & Actions

Wetland conservation,
menitering, and rehabilitation

Wetland mitigation and
requlation, stressors, dimate
change and its effect on wetlands

Wetland ecosystemn services and
their valuation

Experts & Other Resources

Find expertise and contacts

In the news

Funding and technical assistance

Other OREGOMN
EXPLORER sites

OREGON'S GREATEST WETLANDS

Pricrity Wetlands for Coenservation and Restoration

Wetlands are uniquely productive and valuable
ecosystemns, and provide a wide range of ecological,
social and envircnmental functions. Though often
limited in size, they cccur in all corners of Oregon and
are among the most biclogically productive and
speciesrich habitats in the state. Coastal salt marshes,
pitcher-plant bogs, mountain fens, valley bottom vernal
pools, wet prairies, spruce swamps and desert saltgrass flats are a small sampling of
the diversity of wetland types in Oregon.

‘Wetlands are habitat for plants, animals, invertebrates, fish, and fungi. They store
flood waters, maintain base flows, and recycle nutrients and chemicals while
providing opportunities for receation, education, and sesthetic experiences. Read
full story.

CONSERVING YAQUINA ESTUARY

The Wetlands Conservancy recently acquired 480 aoes
that will be the cornerstones of 8 comprehensive
protection system for the highest pricrity salt marsh sites
in Yaguina Estuary. The new acguisitions have been the
spark for additional acquisitions in the Yaguina, Alsea
Bay and Besver Creek watersheds.

It has helped launch a8 multi-partner vision of 10,000 aoes of conserved forest,
riparian, wetland, mudflat and estuary lands from Mewport to Waldport.
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All of the portals are built with a common template
Describe sections
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Each portal contains similar elements
Describe these
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1/ . ** Site architecture — Drupal

** Mapping software — GeoCortex
formerly ArcGIS

¢ Blacklight search —
formerly LibraryFind
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Oregon Explorer has been through a series of migrations.  The original platform was X, the second used Pylons and Python, and within the last two years we migrated to Drupal.  We will likely stay with Drupal for our redesign.




Affiliations

Government Affiliations

M Local Govt
Local Community Group
H Other Govt
K-12 -Student
W State Govt

University / College - Student B Federal Govt

Federal Govt
University/College - Educator
Conservation Group

Interested citizen

1 K — 20 Affiliations

State Govt
Other (Please Describe) H K-12 Student
K-12 - Educator
. H Univ/Coll
Industry or Business Student
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) = Univ/Coll
J Educator

Policymaker / Elected Official
M K-12 Educator

Other Govt

Private Consultant

Local Govt

Scientist /Researcher
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Who are our users?
A recent survey taken this summer helped us identify actual user groups something we had minimal insight into before.  We asked people to select all affiliations that applied to them, so the totals do not equal number of unique respondents. 

The largest number of respondents identified some level of government affiliation with state government being the highest. 
The next highest category of affiliation identified was educational; we were surprised by the high number of K-12 educators, as we do not directly cater to this group through curricular materials.   


Use of Information and Data

32
I I I 9
'/

O K fz, R\
N Q N
& &8 czf’q’ ¥ ,@(Q % «0\ & & 55\@ O
X (,J\Qo OQ & r} Q/’b \oQ Q ) O(\ \'Q QO
& P @ v C o \o‘(o ) Qo* &
& O ¥ ® @
N &



Institute
for
Natural

« Resources

| POLICY
| RESEARCH ‘4

IJSII

Oregon State

UHIVEESITY

OREGOMN BIODIVERSITY |

INFORMATION
CENTER

Oregun Digital

COLLECTIONS

EDGR E R

Natural Resources Digital Library

Information’to help local citizens
and policymakers make better decisions
about Oregon's natural resources:



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where do we get our information and where do we store our information.?  These two go hand in hand.  The majority of our information comes to us through partnerships; agencies or university departments that we have received funding from in order to make their information and data accessible through our site.

Data and content chiefly come from partners and clients.  Some data are dynamically pulled in, others are datasets that we store. More active requests for us to store and manage data.  Still developing our approach for this.

Some, but little content has been written specifically for the site, this has been done using science writers, OE staff, students and interns. 




‘Dregun Digital

Content-DM ====) Hydra " COLLECTIONS
DC

dSPACE
DC

EAD

& Archives



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Digital images stored in ContentDM – relational field that allows us to pull it into Oregon Explorer is handled through the Collection Series note
We have selected whole sets of photos for digitization from our collections based on their fit for Oregon Explorer collections. Some, but only a few, came to us from Oregon Explorer partners.  Recently added 4000+ photos from Siuslaw National forest as a stand alone collection that will also be mapped to OE North Coast Explorer
We also have photo sets in FLICKR and Flicr commons that relate to OE


ScholarsArchive – we have a specific Oregon Explorer that I monitor submissions to.  We have developed relational fields with specialized vocabulary for each of the portals and geographic metadata, such as estuaries, watershed, etc.  Specialized understanding limits the number of people who can submit.  Relational fields for OE also are present in many of our other SA communities and collections allowing us to pull from most communities. Reports, community action plans for restoration etc.  Come from partners 

Example of relational fields.

Special Collections and Archives – also pull from these collections and add subject terms for OE.  I actively curate toward materials that would be useful thave in OE.




dcrelation
dcrelation
dcrelation
dc.relation
dcsubject.other
dcsubject.other
dcsubject.other

dcsubject.other

North Coast Explorer
Oregon Explorer
Umpqua Explorer
Wetlands Explorer
Watershed assessment
Coos Bay

Watershed plan

South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve



Explore Oregon’'s Wetlands

The importance and history of
wetlands

Tvpes of wetlands

Wetland plant associations

Studying wetlands hydrology and
soils

Learn about wetland ecology, plants
and animals, invasive species, and
at-risk species

Research, Map & Analyze

ORWAP reporter

Use our mapping tools and view
maps

Find wetland data

Reports and publications

View photos and videos

Issues & Actions

Wetland conservation, monitoring,
and rehabilitation

Wetland mitigation and regulation,
stressors, climate change and its

effect on wetlands

Home

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

Oregon Explorer's digital library provides access to a rich collection of historical and current
reports and publications on Oregon's wetlands and related topics. The Library includes the
Oregon State University's ScholarsArchive, an institutional repository hosted by the OSU
Libraries, University of Oregon's ScholarsBank, and the joint digital collections of O5SU and UO,
among others. You may browse by title, author, or date and search by place, county, topic, or
other keywords.

Search now for information on Cregon's wetlands and related topics.

For additional selected reports and publications about Oregon's wetlands, use the links below:

-+ Oregon Coastal Estuaries Data and Information Workshop agenda and
presentations

= Wetland bibliographies
- Wetland reporis
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Home Available Collections About Contact

Search the Oregon Explorer Collections

Text Images All
{?Jre:gon wetlands " Find It ) Advanced Search

.,

Search results for 'Oregon wetlands' N
Refine Results

Material Types ) Results 1 - 10 of 106 hits Sort by: Relevance -
Articles (23 results)

Books {13 results)
Gis vector datas (1 results)

Image results from the Oregon Digital Library Partners

Images (3 results)
Internets (5 results)
Others (5 results)

Pages (5 results)

Research papers (7 results)

Technical reports (6
results)

Texts {1 results)
Theses (4 results)

.

[Article] Review of 2003-2007 Oreqon Statewide Comprehensive Qutdoor Recreation

2 p. Review produced for HC 441: Science Colloguium: Willamette River Environmental Health, Robert D. Clz
University of Oregon, Spring term, 2004
Subjects University of Oregon ScholarsBank

Natural resources L Full Abstract Citation Save This Item
Oregon -- Portland (5

reenlEa

m
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Subjects University of Oregon ScholarsBank
Natural resources -- Full Abstract Citation Save This Item
Oregon -- Portland (5
results)
Development impacts (3 [article] Rewview of Wetland regulatory compliance in the Willamette Valley, Oregon, 1982
results) 2 p. Review produced for HC 441: Science Colloquium: Willamette River Environmental Health, Robert D. C

Meighborhood planning --
Cregon -- Veneta (1
results)

Storm sewers -- Oregon -- Full Abstract Citation Save This Item
Portland ({1 results)
Regional planning -- Gregon
-- Lane County (1 results)
[More Subjects...]

University of Cregon, Spring term, 2004
University of Oregon ScholarsBank

[article]  Rewview of Wetland and land use change in the Willamette Valley, Oreqon, 1932

2 p. Review produced for HC 441: Science Colloquium: Willamette River Environmental Health, Robert D. C
University of Cregon, Spring term, 2004
Authors University of Oregon ScholarsBank

Begnaud, Mark Mark . )
Begnaud (1 results) EFull Abstract Citation Sawve This Item

Lovema Wilson {1 results)

Lane Council of [Internet] Effects of grass seed agriculture on aguatic invertebrate communities in
GDV?{”{”E”E (or.) (1 Wyss, Lance A. Lance A. Wyss | aquatic invertebrates; farmed wetlands; wet prairie;
results

Effects of grass seed agriculture on agquatic invertebrate communities in seasonal wetlands
Citation Save This Item

Findley, Tim (1 results)

Bauer, John Paul Adamus {1
results)

More Authors... [Research paper] A historical reconstruction and land use history of six tidal wetlands in

hatabases Hennessey, Jennifer Taylor Jennifer Taylor Hennessey | Tidal wetlands; Land use;

University of Oregon A historical reconstruction and land use history of six tidal wetlands in Oregon
ScholarsBank {25 results N :

.{ ) Citation Save This Item
ScholarsArchive (25
results)

Oregon Department of Fish Assessment of Potential Dike-Breach Restoration of Estuarine Wetlands in Tillamook Bay,
and Wildlife (21 results) Assessment of Potential Dike-Breach Restoration of Estuarine Wetlands in Tillamook Bay,

UO/OSU Digital Image o _
Collections (20 results) Citation Save This Item

Oregon Explorer Archive-It
Digital Library {15 results) [Thesis] Seasonal floodplain wetlands as fish habitat in Oreqon and Washington

Baker, Cynthia F. Cynthia F. Baker | floodplain wetland; fish community; Floodplain ecology




Text Images

All

Search the Oregon Explorer Collections

(bregon wetlands

b

Find Il )Advan ced Search

Search results for 'Oregon wetlands' > 'Oreqon Explorer Archive-It Digital Library' Bl

Refine Results

Material Types
Articles {15 results)

Databases
Unfilter Databases

Results 11 - 15 of 106 hits Sort by: Relevance -

[4rticle] Partners - Natural Resources Conservation Service

Partners - Natural Resources Conservation Service OACD Home Contact Us aAbout Us Calendar, W
Oregon's Conservation Districts Membership Join Today! Why is Conservation Important? Resource
Partners - Natural Resources Conservation Service

Full Abstract Citation Sawve This Item more from 'Oregon Explorer Archive-It Digital

[article] Morthwest | Defenders in Action: Ecosystem Markets | Defenders of Wildlife

naturally. For example, trees give us oxygen and shade, forests purify our drinking water, and wet
wetlands , pollination, and soil productivity. An ecosystem market arises when... three priority hak
Northwest | Defenders in Action: Ecosystem Markets | Defenders of Wildlife

Full Abstract Citation Save This Item more from 'Oregon Explorer Archive-It Digital

[article] PNW River Reach File Documentation

JOMN BOWERS - OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE BART BUTTERFIELD - IDAHO DEPART
Columbia River Basin within the conterminous United States, the coasts of Oregon and Washingtor

PN River Reach File Documentation

Full Abstract Citation Save This Item more from 'Oregon Explorer Archive-It Digital
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Crregon Explorer Home
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within a sub-basinfwatershed council boundary.

Crater pfike Nal

m
o
=

............ J -
Fish Passage Inventory - Py N | ) Rogue River National Forest
............ _‘ zalea ]
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) s Prospect
4# Passable ug:ﬁ b Lost
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D I b/blng “ . % 2013 Mizresenr Sopmerason 51,_':”':1..'_#3-'1'5“3 .&
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Rural Communities Explorer Home

Communities

REPORTER

Indicators far your community by
city, county, and census tract

Step 1: Select Communities i el

Enter a city, county, or census tract below. Or, use
the map at right.

Conalls (RS

Report Queuwes:

1. Corvallis (Incorporated City) Remove

Step 2: Compare or Combine

@ Compare data (up to 3 communities)
@) Combine data {up to 12 communities)

Note: You can only combine cities with cities,
counties with counties, or census tracts with

o
census tracts. ,.-"‘D"‘f,
If you want to e California communities with £ _r
4 iy | > bingl
Oregon communities, you can only do 50 with a o e e ; |
single community from each state.
Find on Map: n
. LEGEND

Step 3: Compare To

D Census Designated Places ,_'__! Census Tracts E Oregon Counties
© Rural Cregon or Siskiyou County @ I =} ] I =1 ) I Bl .

s Nt L

@) urban Oregon or Sigkivou County (1)
@ Vihole State {Oregon or California) (i
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How some of the info shows up


Rural Communities Explorer Home

Communities

REPORTER

Indicators for VORI Community by
city, county, and census tract

Select Communities [EVAAM-Telolydll Help  FAQs

Back to map dDOWNLOAD BiPRINT & LINK

Community Documents

Food system

Population
Age — no data available
Family Structure Data from Other Sources View data Irfaf:.ar:il_lgw Oregon )
# Change report years :,Z;?g 1990 2011 1990 2011
Education Prevalence of Farmers Markets, per 1,000 population @ e ~ 005
Income Deetails~ H
Prevalence of Retail Food 5tores, per 1,000 population - e B 0as

Employment & Labaor
Market

Deetails=

Estimated Percentage of Individualz who are Food Insecure

Migration County-level da
Deetails=
Race & Ethnicity Estimated Percentage of Individuals who are Food Insecure with ~ B B
Hunger i
. County-level data
Health & Maortality S

Crime & Abuse

Haousing

Matural Resources &
Amenities

Economic Resources

Environmental Health

Estimated Humber of Food Insecure Individuals
County-level data

Dietails=

Estimated Percentage of Children who are Food Insecure
County-level data

Cetzils=

Estimated Humber of Food Insecure Children
County-level daa

Detzils -

Average Cost of a Meal
County-level data

Deetails =




Challenges

e Keeping content and e Structure of site not-
data fresh have been a integrated
challenge * Display records,
— Developed through small publications, photos in
grants, one portal at a

_ a meaningful way
time

_ Only a few of these * Blend historical and

portals resulted in long- current content
term relationships

— No early MOUs



Goals for redesign

More site integration e Improved search
Elevate tools/maps e Integrate maps
access throughout

Mobile friendly e Improved navigation

Updated look and feel



Ruth Vondracek

Oregon State University
Special Collections & Archives Research Center
ruth.vondracek@oregonstate.edu
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