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Inclusions for notice of appeal

The State Records Comumittee requires documentation and has specific appeals procedures which are outlined in
Administrative Rule: Title R35. Administrative Serviees, Records Committee, and should be reviewed by a
petitioner.

This petition to appeal to the State Records Committee requires the following attachments or inclusions:

Statement of facts, reasons. and legal authority in support of this appeal
(see Utah Code § 63G-2-403(3)(b)).

| Original GRAMA request

N ®

| Notice of denial from the governmental ageney’s records officer

Notice of appeal to the governmental entity’s chiel administrative officer (Optional)

NN

Notice of decision from the governmental entity’s chiel administrative officer

This notice of appeal must, on the same day, also be forwarded to the governmental entity to which the
records request was made (Utah Code § 63G-2-403(3).

Notice of appeal sent to agency

Request assistance

A petitioner may request assistance from the government records ombudsman. The ombudsman’s
responsibility is to serve as a resource for a person who is filing an appeal relating to a records request.
The ombudsman may alsa attempl to mediate disputes between requesters and responders (Utah Code §
63A-12-111(2)).
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23 August 2018

DELIVERED VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

State Records Committee (SRC)

% Ms. Proctor, SRC Executive Secretary
346 South Rio Grande

Salt Lake City, Utah 84101-1106

Subject: 900 West Road-Diet Fiasco

Dear State Records Committee,

On behalf of the Poplar Grove Neighborhood Alliance and in accordance with Utah Code § 63G-2-403
(GRAMA) we are appealing, Salt Lake City Mayor Biskupski’s office, denial of our GRAMA appeal 1. We
submit this Notice of Appeal, pursuant to Utah Code §63G-2-203(6)(a) which stipulates the following;

A person who believes that there bas been an unreasonable denial of a fee waiver. . .may appeal the denial in the same manner as a
person appeals when inspection of a public record is denied. ..

We initially requested the most current traffic counts on 900 West as well as associated documents in
reference to the Salt Lake City Transportation Division “Read Diet” lane reduction project on 900 West in the
Poplar Grove area. 2 In this appeal, we will outline the elements that constitute the Biskupski administration’s:

...unreasonable denial of [our] fee waiver... 3

Furthermore, it is our intent to unmask the multiple tactics deployed by the Salt Lake City Transportation
Division, tactics that have the sole purpose of thwarting civic engagement of westside residents. Deliberative
Democracy insists on a meaningful role for citizens in public decisions. Throughout our “statement of facts” for
this appeal, the State Records Committee will read about the Transportation Division’s actions designed to
exclude Salt Lake City’s west-side residents from the “deliberative democracy” process. The Committee will also
note that instead of correcting the unethical behavior, the Biskupski administration moved to support,

endorse, and perpetuate the Transportation Division’s acts of obfuscation. 4 Consequently, we have been
forced to invoke GRAMA.

! See Mr. Patrick Leary (Chief of Staff, Salt Lake City Mayor's Office) Appeal Denial Letter 07/27/18

? See Poplar Grove Neighborhood Alliance -GRAMA Request 06/28/18 (City Records Request #C048964-062818)

! See Utah Code §63G-2-203(6)(a)

* See Merriam-Webster: Obfuscation (transitive verb) to throw into shadow, to make obscure, confuse; (intransitive verb) to be evasive, unclear, or confuising...We use the term
to mean the Transportations Division practice of communication in a deliberative confusing or ambiguous manner with the intention of misleading. The result of this practice is

to encourage the status quo, prevail. In this case, it allows a poorly executed sireet project to stay in place.
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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On June 28, 2018 — We submitted 2a GRAMA request for copies of all data and information used by the Salt

Lake City Transportation Division to conclude that reducing the number of lanes on 900 West in the Poplar
Grove area would result in a:

. 19% to 29% reduction in crashes 5

Below is a screen grab of what the Salt Lake City Transportation Division published on their web page in
reference to the 900 West Road Diet project:
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Transportation - 900 West Lane Reconfiguration
Project Overview

200 West wil undargo a lane raconfguration to increase Ivabity, safety, and opportunities for al roadway usars,
Tne project wil ransform 200 West from North Templs to 2100 South into a compiate strest roadway with bika
lanes, one vehicle lane in 2ach direction, s canter turn lan2, and padasifan and bus ameanities. The roadway
width wil remain as it currantly axists with the space for bike lanes coming from r2purposing a vahicis travel lans.
The City Counci-approvad project is supportad by the Wesztsds Master Plan, the Padaestian and Bicycis Mastar
Plan, and the City's compiet2 stire2ts ordinancs.

The projzct is being plannad by tha Salt Lake Ciy Transporation Division and is anticipatad to be mplamentad
in the summer/fal of 2017,

For sdditional inquires please contactus at 7

Project Tnderstanding

The lang raconfiguration, which is intended to ncresase the safety and mobHty for a¥ roadway users, is supporned
by the folowng:

* Traffic volumeas on 900 W are within the range of other sucoassful lana
raconfigurations in the Cay.
Roadways with characteristics simiar to 900 W have s22n a 19% to 20% raduction in
crashes after implamentation of a lanz reconfiguration.
Th2 lana raconfiguration is axpacted to reducs spead dfferential and vahicias
wasving in and out of travel lanas,
A caniartum lans w b2 providad in areas whara ona cumantly do2s not 2xist. The
cantar tum lana provides lefi-tuming motorists an area outsids of tha travel lana 1o
dece'erate and siop whila waiting for a gap in opposing traffic. Installations of cantar
turn lanes has bean shown to significantly raduce craznas, spacfeally injury and
raar-and crashes.

Project Ilustrations

Tha folowing #usirations show an axampiz of the p ion. Tha final dasign wil b2
compiated by Salt Lake City Tranzponation and may differ from what is shown hara.

2d lan= raconfigur

Existing Layout

Proposed Layout
o m . _,r

i

* See Salt Lake City Transportation Division web page: 900 West Reconstruction
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We also requested the following:

= Copies of traffic connts used to justify the lane reduction
»  Copies of the most cuwrrent traffic connts on 900 West in the Poplar Grove area

*  Information referenced in a July 27, 2017 -West View Media article titled: Tiwo Version of Traffic Calming Installed on the Page | 3 of 58
West Side by Sarah Morton Taggart:

o “According to Matthew Rojas, Director of Communications for the Office of the Mayor, community outreach for the
project began in Fall 2016 and included six: community conncil meetings, divided between Glendale and Poplar Grove,
where staff presented details of the project and answered questions from the public. Mailings were also sent to all residents
and business owners along 900 West from North Temple to 1700 South to inform them of the project.”

*  We requested copies of the agendas and minutes to the six: community council meetings referenced by Mr.

Rojas.
= We requested a copy of the “mailings” that were sent to residents and businesses.
" We requested a list of the addresses that these “mailings” were sent to.

o “According to Salt Lake City’s Department of Transportation, similar changes on California Ave between Redwood
Road and 700 West resulted in a 24 percent reduction in crashes while the percentage of injuries on that stretch of road
decreased by 29 percent.”

We requested copies of all data and information used by the Transportation Division to support the claim
that there is a “24 percent reduction in crashes” and a “29 percent” decrease in injuries on California
Avenue between 700 West and Redwood Rd.

On July 10, 2018 — Salt Lake City Department of Community and Neighborhoods sent us a Fee Waiver
Denial Letter:

Please be advised that your fee waiver request is denied. Salt Lake City charges a fee of $11.00 per hour for the cost of staff time
Sfor search, retrieval and other direct adwministrative costs for complying with a request pursnant to Utah Code § 63G-2-
203(2)(a)(zi). We estimate a minimum of 9 hours of staff time to research and compile responsive records for your request. As a
result, a prepayment of $99.00 is required before the City will begin to process your records request. ©

On July 12, 2018 — We filed a GRAMA Notice of Appeal to Salt Lake City’s Chief Administrative Officer:

We are appealing the fee waiver denial that we received from Ms. Galina Urry, Department of
Conmnnnity and Neighborhoods on 07/10/18...7

On July 27, 2018 — We received a letter from Mayor Biskupski’s Chief of Staff, advising us that he is
upholding the fee waiver denial.

--Other than a conclusory statement, you have failed to demonstrate that a fee waiver benefits the public generally. .. Also, you have
requested substantially similar records in requests nos. C041692-011118 and PO41075-011818. The records subject to your

request would not “significantly” contribute to public understanding of the operations of the City. . yonr appeal of the denial of your
Sfee waiver reguest is denied. ®

® See Salt Lake City Records — Fee Waiver Denial Letter 07/10/18 (City Records Request #C048964-062818)
! See Poplar Grove Neighborhood Alliance -GRAMA Notice of Appeal 07/12/18 (City Records Request #C048964-062818)
* See Leary Denial Letter 07/27/18 opt cit.
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